FACEBOOK TO ROLL OUT FAKE NEWS TOOL IN GERMANY
Following recent allegations that Facebook was not fact checking news stories during the American
presidential race, Mark Zuckerberg & Co. have developed a strategy to combat the problem. With
the upcoming election in Germany, Facebook users will be able to flag potentially false stories,
once flagged the stories will then be passed to 3rd party, fact checkers. If found to be unreliable,
these stories will be marked in users news feeds as “disrupted”.

Implications
Assuming the trial is successful, we can expect a decrease in fake news, and highlighting of suspect
stories from Facebook. This, in turn, will ensure ad placements within Facebook maintain integrity
and value.
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LAWMAKERS CLOSE IN ON DISTRUPTIVE TECH PLATFORMS
Legislators are uniting to challenge the operating practices and workers’ rights of disruptive
technology brands such as Uber and Airbnb. The European Parliament has voted overwhelmingly to
back a report calling for better worker protections. This could force the platform owners to
recognize their workers as employees, which will upset their business models, and in some cases
make them indistinguishable from traditional companies. In parallel news, as part of an ongoing
attempt by Airbnb to work with regulators across multiple cities, the platform is laying down the
law in Amsterdam and London by limiting the number of days hosts can rent out their properties to
guests.

Implications
Regulatory bodies have been caught off guard by tech companies who have successfully managed
to disrupt the status quo. Whilst governments, especially in Europe, seek to maintain a high level of
workers’ rights, so far the disruptive technology platforms have been able to keep one step ahead.
Will 2017 see legislators closing the gap?

